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military used chlorine gas, tear gas and Buzz15/BZ. The HPG 
press office states that the Turkish military used 
internationally outlawed weapons in 323 cases in 2021 and in 
2837 cases from April to November 2022. This dossier aims to 
provide information about the types of chemical weapons as 
well as examples of the alleged usage by the Turkish state. It 
contains only an excerpt of reports. 

The international organization responsible for monitoring The international organization responsible for monitoring 
banned chemical weapons, the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), remains inactive. In 
the second part of the report we give insights into the 
mechanisms of the OPCW as well as the United Nations which 
are preventing them from starting to investigate the 
accusations despite their growing number. Only by request of 
a member State they “can” launch an investigation. While 
governments and the OPCW are passing the responsibility to 
act to each other, the war between the Turkish state and the 
Kurdish guerrillas goes on. A recently released video reveals 
the unadulterated brutality of this war; first, a young female 
guerrilla fighter is seen with symptoms of irritation and 
euphoria. Another scene shows a young guerrilla fighter 
writhing in convulsions, barely able to breathe & repeatedly 
vomiting. Both die a short time later as a result of the poison 
gas attack. These symptoms are similar to those of people 
exposed to large doses of chemical warfare agents, as 
confirmed by the chairman of the Turkish Medical Association, 
who was thereupon arrested.
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In recent weeks demonstrations, online campaigning, and 
parliamentarians and intellectuals speaking out (listed in the 
third part of the dossier), have put pressure on international 
authorities & the media. As a result of the pressure created, 
especially after the International Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War (IPPNW) published a report, for the first time 
Turkish officials were forced to make public statements 
denying it. The Turkish Minister of Defence Hulusi Akar denied 
any use of chemical agents, though this was contradicted in 
recent statements with the admission at least of the usage of 
tear gas. 

Our campaign #YourSilenceKills provides information to the 
international public and media about the war crimes 
Our campaign #YourSilenceKills provides information to the 
international public and media about the war crimes 
committed by Turkey. Its aim is to create the foundation for 
the responsive action that must follow to prevent further 
violations of human dignity. We hope that our dossier can 
contribute to this cause and lead to more individuals and 
organizations speaking out on this issue. 

Sources:
https://calkurd.org/hpg-releases-six-month-balance-sheet-of-war-in-
south-kurdistan/
https://www.hezaparastin.com/tr/b-alamalarinmenu-299/bazen-zagr
ose-ve-cenga-xabure-sehid-savas-maras-devrimci-hamleleri-7-aylik-s
avas-bilancosu-14-nisan-14-kasim
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-slams-allegation
s-chemical-weapons-use-northern-iraq-2022-10-20/

-
-
-
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The marked areas are the Heftanin, Metina, Zap and Avashin 
regions where Turkey’s Operation “Claw-Lock” aims at total 
annihilation. Since its start on April 14th the Gerîla intensified 
the resistance in the mentioned areas. For the last 7 months a 
brutal war is being waged on an area of 60 KM length between 
Avashin and Metina. Until now it is reported that the Turkish 
military has used internationally outlawed weapons in 2837 
cases from April to November 2022.cases from April to November 2022.

This is the map of Kurdistan split into four differents parts. 
Since 1923 Kurdistan has been under occupation by Syria, Iraq, 
Iran and Turkey.





2.TYPES AND EFFECTS OF
chemical weapons USED
BY the TURKISH STATE

Effects

Chlorine Gas/Green Cross 
(Pulmonary Agent)2.1

Chlorine gas is characterized by its green color and typical odor. 
Chlorine gas is also much heavier than air and sinks to the bottom

Inhalation of chlorine gas is 
toxic. Hypo-chlorous acid and 
hydrochloric acid form with 
exposure to the moisture of the 
mucous membranes, attacking 
the tissue of the lungs and 
bronchial passages. Depending 
on the concentration, inhalation 
causes irritation of the mucous 
membranes, coughing, and in 
case of prolonged exposure, 
hemoptysis and respiratory 
distress, as well as suffocation; 

chlorine gas also affects the eyes, 
skin and digestive tract. After 
inhalation of chlorine gas, the 
alveoli swell to a spongy mass, 
and the lungs fill with fluid and 
prevent further gas exchange, 
leading to suffocation.

Lung damage, and in the case of Lung damage, and in the case of 
chronic exposure cardiovascular 
damage, are possible even after 
initial freedom from symptoms. 

Appearance

1
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Examples of use

A report by the Nobel 
prize-winning organization 
IPPNW shows indications of 
self-made chlorine gas, after an 
attack in Werxelê, north of Siriye 
at the end of 2021. Within it, it 
describes how Turkish soldiers 
left empty containers of 
hydrochloric acid and bleach 
behind, which can be used to 
produce chlorine gas.

A video was published of the 
guerrilla-fighter Baz Mordem 
(Mehmet Can Evren) who died 
in August 2022 in Werxelê, 
Avaşîn. Seizures and difficulty 
breathing are visible and there 
is also a liquid coming out of his 
mouth, suggesting the 
exposure to a chemical gas 
such as chlorine gas. 

Sources:

https://wiki.einsatzleiterwiki.de/doku.php?id=cbrn:chemisch:chemische_kampfstoffe, 
https://www.chemie.de/lexikon/Diphosgen.html, 
https://www.chemie.de/lexikon/Phosgen.html
https://www.ippnw.de/commonFiles/bilder/Frieden/2022_IPPNW_Report_on_possible
_Turkish_CWC_violations_in_Northern_Iraq.pdf
https://anfenglishmobile.com/features/images-of-guerrillas-exposed-to-turkish-chemi
cal-weapons-63148

----
-
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Picture 1 and 2: Containers for hidrochloric acid (left) and bleach (right). 
Found at the entrance of the Werxelê Cave.



Effects

Tear Gas (CS)2.2

A white, toxic and flammable substance that has a pepper-like odor.

CS has a direct effect on the 
neural pain center, but its 
effects vary from individual to 
individual. About 50% of people 
do not react at low 
concentrations, but in others, 
irritation with CS immediately 
causes symptoms such as 
watery eyes, coughing, stinging 
in the throat, nose and irritated 
eyes, and in some cases skin 
redness and itching. At a higher 
concentration, the odor affects 
humans and irritation of the 
eyes and respiratory tract 
occurs immediately. Profuse 
salivation and watering eyes 
occur. Inhaled in larger 
amounts, CS can cause 
respiratory distress, pulmonary 
edema (fluid in the lungs), 
nausea and vomiting, and even 
death. Studies have suggested 

that CS can cause severe lung 
damage, as well as significantly 
affect the heart and liver. Indoor 
applications are particularly 
dangerous, as the lack of air 
circulation can cause more 
severe poisoning. This is 
particularly the case, since PKK 
reports that the Turkish army 
mostly uses chemicals to poison 
the guerrilla inside their 
underground tunnels. The 
consequences are often 
pneumonia (inflammation of the 
pulmonary alveoli, with swelling 
and increased blood flow to the and increased blood flow to the 
affected area of the lungs), 
bronchitis (inflammation of the 
brochi and toxic pulmonary 
edema (development of water in 
the lungs) and possible death. 
These latter severe complications 
sometimes occur days later.sometimes occur days later.

Appearance
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Picture 1 and 2: Turkish CS grenade of 120 mm Calibre

Sources:
chemie.de 
gifte.de
https://medyanews.net/hulusi-akar-once-again-admits-to-turkeys-use-of-prohibited-c
hemicals/
IPPNW report (see page )
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDR_6YcUC_E

Examples of use

As the report of IPPNW claims 
“The Turkish Minister of Defense, 
Hulusi Akar, stated in the Turkish 
Parliament on February 16, 2021 
that the Turkish Military used tear 
gas in its fight against the PKK. 
While tear gas is allowed for riot 
control purposes, e.g. during 
demonstrations, its use is strictly 
forbidden by the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC) in a 
military environment. In his 
speech, Hulusi Akar related to a 
battle between the Turkish 

As the report of IPPNW claims military and the PKK a few days 
earlier at Mount Gara in 
Northern Iraq. He said verbatim: 
.“In addition, in this area, at the 
entrance to the cave, only 
teargas was used as a reaction 
to grenades and mortar. 
Besides this, no other weapons 
or munitions were used.” While 
tear gas is allowed for riot 
control purposes, e.g. during 
demonstrations, its use is 
strictly forbidden by the 
Chemical Weapons Convention 
(CWC) in a military environment.(CWC) in a military environment.

3
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Effects

Tabun - (Nerve Gas/Neurotoxins)2.3

Colorless to slightly brownish liquid with a fruity/sweet odor that 
resembles bitter almonds when heated. Hydrocyanic acid (Hydrogen 
cyanide) can be produced during use.

Tabun is a highly toxic 
substance and is 
life-threatening even in small 
amounts over a short period of 
time. Tabun can be absorbed 
through the skin, mucous 
membranes and through 
inhalation. When inhaling gases, 
symptoms appear within a few 
seconds. When ingested via 
contaminated drinking water or 
skin contact, the effect can set 
in after minutes or hours. All 
neurotoxins cause their toxic 
effects by preventing the proper 
functioning of an enzyme that functioning of an enzyme that 
acts as the body’s “off switch” for 
glands and muscles. Without 
this blocker, the glands and 
muscles are constantly being 
stimulated. The affected person 
becomes “tired” and can no 
longer maintain breathing longer maintain breathing 
function, as it blocks the 
nervous system and paralyses 

the body.. In order to protect 
warfare agent, full-body 
protection is necessary. 

Individuals exposed to low or Individuals exposed to low or 
moderate doses of Tabun by 
inhalation, ingestion (swallowing), 
or skin absorption may exhibit 
some or all of the following 
symptoms within seconds to 
hours of ingestion: Unusually low 
or high blood pressure, blurred 
vision, chest tightness, confusion, 
coughing, diarrhea, drooling and 
excessive sweating, drowsiness, 
eye pain, headache, increased 
urination, nausea, vomiting 
and/or abdominal pain, rapid 
breathing, runny nose, slow or 
rapid heart rate, small, pinpoint rapid heart rate, small, pinpoint 
pupils, watery eyes, weakness. 
Ingestion of a high dose of Tabun 
by any route can result in loss of 
consciousness, convulsions, 
paralysis, respiratory arrest, and 
death. death. 

Appearance
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Examples of use

Guerrilla fighter Zîlan Avrîn 
describes the usage of a gas in 
the Zap region (between April and 
May 2022) that resembles Tabun 
(fruity/sweet taste, headaches, 
rapid heart rate, weakness and 
loss of consciousness) : "then they 
used a gas that was sweet to the used a gas that was sweet to the 

taste and odorless. The effect of 
this chemical weapon was very 
strong; we had headaches, our 
pulse rose very quickly, we 
became unconscious. When we 
tried to get up again, we felt like 
we were going to fall. “

Sources:
https://flexikon.doccheck.com/de/Tabun, 
https://emergency.cdc.gov/agent/tabun/basics/facts.asp
https://anfenglishmobile.com/features/yja-star-guerrilla-who-survived-turkish-chemic
al-attack-describes-her-experiences-63493
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Video footage of august 2022, recorded in Werxelê Avaşîn, indicates 
the effects of this gas on guerrilla fighter Helbest Koçerîn (Kevser Ete), 
who subsequently died from it.

Effects

Examples of use

Buzz 15/BZ 
(Capacity Disrupting Chemical)2.4

Colorless and odorless agent.

Ingestion of this substance first 
causes headaches, confusion, 
hallucinations, then anxiety, 
difficulty concentrating, general 
restlessness alternating with 
apathetic phases. After a short 
time, the affected person is in a 
state of complete loss of reality. 
She no longer has conscious 
contact with her environment. 

Physically, dry mucous 
membranes, reddened skin and 
constipation are also observed.
In the military, this substance is In the military, this substance is 
distributed in the form of gas, 
rendering those affected 
practically incapable of combat 
and action immediately. In a high 
concentration it can be lethal

Appearance
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Doctor Serbilind Dersim stated:

“

”
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The gas used there belongs to the narcotic gases 
from the class of capacity-reducing gases. There 
is a gas called “Buzz 15  with the code BZ. At the 
same time, it is about the drug LSD. (…) 
However, the conversion of LSD into a gas has 
very deadly consequences. This is one of the 
gases that are used against us. Of course, there 
are different types of anesthetic gas, such as 
fentanyl derivatives. I don’t want to go into too 
much technical detail, but what do these gases 
do? They render the person unconscious and 
unable to fight. In the case of our friend Helbest, 
it was apparent that she had been exposed to 
such a chemical. The friend seems to have 
fainted and hallucinated under the influence of 
the chemical. She reacts in a completely unusual the chemical. She reacts in a completely unusual 
way and experiences emotional disturbances 
such as extreme joy or extreme sadness. This is 
clear evidence that our friend was exposed to 
this type of anesthetic gas.

Sources:
chemie.de 
gifte.de
https://anfenglishmobile.com/features/images-of-guerrillas-exposed-to-turkish-chemi
cal-weapons-63148
https://anfenglishmobile.com/features/guerrilla-doctor-dersim-turkish-army-clearly-us
es-choking-agents-mainly-chlorine-gas-63605

---
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Effects

Examples of use

Mustard Gas 
(Corrosive Chemical/Yellow Cross)2.5

The liquid, colorless and odorless in pure form at room temperature, 
normally ranges from pale yellow to dark brown and has an odor 
similar to mustard or garlic when not produced in a highly purified 
form

The guerilla-fighter Zîlan Avrîn describes in her report about the 
attacks in the the Zap-region effects that indicate the use of mustard 
gas: “they used a yellow chemical gas. It was a gas that inflicted 
wounds on the body, caused headaches and stomachaches, and 
accelerated the heartbeat. It was a very powerful chemical. We could 
no longer lift our arms. Although we were wearing clothes, we had 
skin lesions on our backs, stomachs and fingers”

Mustard gas is mainly absorbed through the skin, but its vapors also 
affect the respiratory tract. Mustard gas is a strong skin poison and 
carcinogenic. On the skin, mustard gas causes severe burns and 
chemical burns. Large blisters form, which cause severe pain. The 
resulting injuries heal very poorly because the tissue is permanently 
destroyed and cell division is inhibited. Largely affected limbs have to 
be amputated. Inhalation of the toxic vapors destroys the bronchial 
tubes. Also the eyes react sensitively to the vapor of mustard gas. 
Consequences are temporary or permanent blindness of the eye.

Appearance

Sources:
Chemie.de, 
gifte.org
https://anfenglishmobile.com/features/yja-star-guerrilla-who-survived-turkish-chemica
l-attack-describes-her-experiences-63493

---
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Other indications of usage
of chemical weapons3

Another video that was supposedly recorded in July 2022 in the 
region of Werxelê shows Turkish soldiers mounting a long tube of 
significant diameter (estimated at >10cm) onto a device resembling a 
leaf blower or a similar device capable of compressing and 
distributing gaseous material. Then the hose was lowered towards a 
cave used by HPG fighters. The purpose of this operation remains 
unclear, but there is very little use for such an instrument other than 
disseminating some kind of gaseous material. The guerrilla forces 
state that the Turkish army uses ventilators to spread the chemical 
weapons in the tunnels. In June 2022, an electricity generator and a 
ventilator were reportedly found inside a tunnel, where traces of a 
yellow powder can be seen.

Sources:
Chemie.de, 
gifte.org
https://anfenglishmobile.com/features/yja-star-guerrilla-who-survived-turkish-chemica
l-attack-describes-her-experiences-63493

---
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Picture 5 and 6: Turkish soldier carrying a long tube of significant diameter
and distribute gaseous material inside the centrance of a cave 



4.
INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSIBLES 

AND 
INSTITUTIONS



4.1 OPCW

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is 
the implementing body for the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), 
which was created on 29 April 1997. The OPCW, with its 193 Member 
States, aims with the Convention to permanently and verifiably 
eliminate chemical weapons .Like this all the State Parties members 
of the OPCW,  in which Turkey is included, they must “eliminate an 
entire category of weapons of mass destruction by prohibiting the 
development, production, acquisition, stockpiling, retention, transfer 
or use of chemical weapons by States Parties. States Parties, in turn, 
must take the steps necessary to enforce that prohibition in respect of 
persons (natural or legal) within their jurisdiction. All States Parties 
have agreed to chemically disarm by destroying any stockpiles of 
chemical weapons they may hold and any facilities which produced 
them, as well as any chemical weapons they abandoned on the 
territory of other States Parties in the past.”

In the first article of this signed convention it is stated that each In the first article of this signed convention it is stated that each 
member (including Turkey) should never undertake the following 
actions under any circumstances:

a. Develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile or retain   
 chemical weapons, or transfer, directly or indirectly,    
 chemical weapons to anyone;

b. Use chemical weapons;

c. Engage in any military preparations to use chemical    
 weapons;

d. Assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage   d. Assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage   
 in any activity prohibited to a State Party under this    
 Convention.
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Investigation

But how the OPCW can carry out an investigation? There are two 
ways in which an investigation of alleged use (IAU) of chemical 
weapons can be triggered.

1. The first is by submission of a request by a State Party for a 
challenge inspection under Article IX where the alleged use occurred 
in another State Party.

2. The second is by submission of a request for assistance in 2. The second is by submission of a request for assistance in 
accordance with Article X in a situation in which chemical weapons 
are alleged to have been used against the requesting State Party, or 
riot control agents are alleged to have been used against it as a 
method of warfare.

Sources:
- https://opcw.org
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Picture 7: Footage from gerila areas after turkish attack
with chemical weapons



3.2 UN

The UN was established after World War II with the aim of preventing 
future world wars, it is an intergovernmental organization whose stated 
purposes are to maintain international peace and security.

The UN-members are composed of nearby all existing nation-states and 
can therefore only act on initiative by one of the states, but not by 
allegations of other organizations.

UN responsibility regarding the case

If a member-state of the UN: "[...]provides the Secretary-General with a 
report of such allegations [the possible use of chemical weapons], the 
Secretary-General is authorized to launch an investigation to ascertain in 
an objective and scientific manner the facts of the matter, including 
dispatching a fact-finding team to the site(s) of the alleged incident(s)[...]"

Furthermore, according to resolution A /RES/55/283, Article VI the UN Furthermore, according to resolution A /RES/55/283, Article VI the UN 
may: "propose agenda items for consideration by OPCW". Furthermore 
that: "the Director-General[of the OPCW] shall[...], bring any such agenda 
item or items to the attention of the Conference of the States Parties, the 
Executive Council or such other organ(s) of OPCW as may be appropriate."
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In 2018, the Secretary-General of the UN declared again in his 
Disarmament Agenda, to take action for: "restoring respect for the 
global norm against chemical weapons".

The UN therefore has declared to take action against the usage of The UN therefore has declared to take action against the usage of 
chemical weapons and also has the possibility to directly propose 
investigations to all organs of the OPCW. The initial demand however, as 
in the OPCW, has to come from a State.

Sources:

https://undocs.org/A/RES/45/57 
http://www.worldlii.org/int/other/UNGA/2001/54.pdf (United Nations A /RES/55/283, 
Article VI)
https://www.un.org/disarmament/sg-agenda/en/

-
-
-

Picture 8 (left): The Gerila Baz Mordem suffering the exposure 
of a chemical gas such as chlorine gas. 

Picture 9 (right): Footage of an attempt of the turkish army
to distribute chemical gas inside the caves.



5.
INSTITUTIONS &

INDIVIDUALS 
CALLING FOR AN
INVESTIGATION



IPPNW is an international medical organization dedicated to the 
abolition of nuclear weapons founded by US and Russian physicians 
in 1980. The IPPNW launched an independent investigation into 
possible use of chemical weapons by Turkish army in Northern Iraq 
and found some indications of the possible use of chemical weapons. 
The pubished in October 2022 the report states: "We call for an 
international fact finding mission – for example by OPCW or the UN 
Secretary General into the region to once and for all confirm or dispel 
the allegations of chemical weapons use in the region." 

https://www.ippnw.de/commonFiles/bilder/Frieden/2022_IPPNW_
Report_on_possible_Turkish_CWC_violations_in_Northern_Iraq.pdf 

Dr. Şebnem Korur Fincancı, 

Dr. Şebnem Korur Fincancıa recognised forensic medical practitioner, 
president of the Turkish Medical Association and anti-torture expert. 
She was arrested on 27 October for saying that Turkey's chemical 
weapons attacks should be investigated, accused of "propagandizing 
for a terrorist organization" and "publicly degrading the Turkish Nation, 
the state of the Republic of Turkey and its institutions." UN experts call 
for the release of Fincancı and all others jailed for politically motivated 
purposes. 

https://anfenglishmobile.com/human-rights/un-experts-call-for-rel
ease-for-fincanci-and-all-others-jailed-for-politically-motivated-pur
poses-63550 

https://www.wma.net/news-post/turkish-physician-leaders-arrest-c
ondemned-by-wma/

International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW)

”
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The WMA joins those who are calling for an independent investigation 
into reports that chemical gases were used by the Turkish authorities 
against the PKK group. In October 2022 it issued a strong 
condemnation about the arrest in Turkey of Dr. Şebnem Korur 
Fincancı, President of the Turkish Medical Association who was 
detained in Istanbul after she refered to the use of poisonous gas 
against Kurds in Iraq.
https://www.wma.net/news-post/turkish-physician-leaders-arrest-chttps://www.wma.net/news-post/turkish-physician-leaders-arrest-c
ondemned-by-wma/

Lawyers Association for Freedom (ÖHD) member lawyer Aryen Turan 
was taken into custody by the Turkish state for a speech she gave on 
22nd of October demanding an investigation into the use of chemical 
weapons.
https://anfenglishmobile.com/news/Ohd-member-lawyer-aryen-tur
an-detained-63466

The World Medical Association (WMA) 

Aryen Turan
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On October 25th nine Journalists from the Mezopotamia News 
Agency and two JinNews reporters were detained by the Turkish 
state. Both news agencies frequently reported on the war crimes 
committed by the Turkish army through the use of chemical weapons 
in Kurdistan. The Journalists' Union of Turkey (TGS) slammed the 
detentions. Turkey ranks a low 149 out of 180 countries on the 
Reporters Without Borders's (RSF) World Press Freedom Index, which 
describes it as a country in which "all possible means are used to 
undermine critics."

https://balkaninsight.com/2022/10/25/turkish-police-swoop-on-kur
dish-journalists-in-dawn-raids/

JinNews correspondents & 
Mezopotamya News Agency reporters 

”

Steve Sweeney

Steve Sweeney is former International Editor at the Morning Star, the 
socialist daily newspaper published in Great Britain. He is a member of 
the Coalition Against Chemical Weapons in Kurdistan (CACWK) and 
writes on global liberation movements, press freedom & resistance. In 
May 2022 he published a report called  "COLLUSION, CONSPIRACY & 
CORRUPTION: AN “ON THE GROUND” REPORT INTO TURKISH WAR 
CRIMES AND USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS". 

The report states:The report states:

"Medics, peshmerga, NGOs, Kurdish officials and villagers all state 
clearly their belief that chemicals have been used. Testimonies from 
health officials claim they have been threatened and forced to change 
medical reports that said they treated patients for exposure to 
chemicals."
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Others

”

Sezin Uçar

Noam Chomsky

Margaret Owen

Gokay Akbulut

Lawyer of the Law Office of the Oppressed (Ezilenlerin Hukuk Bürosu), 
gave interviews calling for investigations.

https://anfenglishmobile.com/human-rights/lawyer-ucar-use-of-ch
emical-weapons-is-a-crime-against-humanity-and-must-be-investig
ated-63364 

Gokay Akbulut is a German Member of Parliament She called the 
German government to commit itself to an investigation to the 
accusation towards the Turkish army using chemical weapons in 
Kurdistan.
https://anfdeutsch.com/aktuelles/chemiewaffen-auf-kurdistan-akbu
lut-fordert-deutschen-einsatz-fur-untersuchung-34562  

Margaret Owen is a veteran human rights lawyer and a widely 
acclaimed and celebrated womens’ rights activist.  In September 2022 
she accused Recep Tayyip Erdoğan to be a war criminal who used 
chemical weapons.
https://anfenglishmobile.com/news/margaret-owen-says-Ocalan-s
hould-be-released-62764

Noam Chomsky is an American linguist, philosopher, cognitive 
scientist, historical essayist, social critic, and political activist. In 
November 2022 he suggested sending an independent organization 
to conduct a serious investigation into the alleged use of chemical 
weapons by Turkish forces in Northern Iraq.
https://stockholmcf.org/chomsky-suggests-sending-independent-thttps://stockholmcf.org/chomsky-suggests-sending-independent-t
eam-to-northern-iraq-to-investigate-use-of-chemical-weapons-by-t
urkey/  
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”

Malin Björk and 
Nikolaj Villumsen

Dr. Johan Vande Lanotte 

561 intellectuals from 
21 different countries

Kim Johnson and 
Lloyd Russell-Moyle

Members of EU-Parliament from Sweden and Denmark, who called 
on the European Union to take action regarding allegations against 
Turkey that the EU candidate country has been using prohibited 
chemical weapons in military operations against Kurdish forces.

https://medyanews.net/how-to-react-when-an-eu-applicant-is-sus
pected-of-using-chemical-weapons-meps/

Kim Johnson and Lloyd Russell-Moyle are two Members of 
Parliament of Britan's Labour Party. They raised the issue of Turkey's 
use of chemical weapons in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and the 
Turkish state's repression of anyone critical of it in the House of 
Commons on November 8th 2022. 
https://anfenglishmobile.com/news/debate-on-turkey-s-use-of-che
mical-weapons-in-the-british-parliament-63562

561 intellectuals from Kurdistan and abroad condemned the Turkish 
state’s invasion attacks, calling for a clear stand and action against the 
use of chemical weapons and banned bombs.
https://anfenglishmobile.com/news/561-intellectuals-call-for-action
-against-turkey-s-crimes-in-kurdistan-63498

The lawyer, university-professor and former Belgian minister 
demanded an investigation in a request to the UN Secretariat General.  

https://rojinfo.com/des-avocats-belges-interpellent-lonu-au-sujet-d
es-armes-chimiques-turques/
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6.
CONCLUSION











7. annex

In World War I German military launched what is considered 
to be the first large-scale use of chemical weapons in history 
at the battle of Yper in Belgium against French forces. They 
used several thousands of cylinders which were buried along 
a four-mile stretch of the front. As wind changes directions 
and blows towards the French troops Germans opened the 
taps and and released chlorine gas into the air. Although the 
deployment of chlorine gas was considered to be quite 
ineffective and even dangerous due to weather dependency 
this event marks the opening act of modern large-scale 
chemical warfare. Starting from this point subsequently allied 
troops used chemical substances in a large scale as weapons 
in World War I and also other substances than Chlorine gas 
were developed and deployed like Phosgene and Mustard 
gas. It is estimated that in World War I chemical warfare left 
behind 90.000 – 100.000 fatalities and 1 – 1.2 million 
wounded. The reaction to the atrocities committed in gas 
warfare in World War I was the launch of the Geneva Gas 
Protocol (Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of 
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare). It is a treaty of 
international law signed in 1925 by most of the world’s 
countries under the umbrella of the League of Nations. countries under the umbrella of the League of Nations. 

Background Information on Chemical Weapons
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Building up on the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 and 
several documents coming along with the end of World War 
I, especially the Treaty of Versailles, the protocol’s purpose is 
banning the use of chemical and biological weapons in 
warfare. Although the protocol is considered to be an 
important piece of international legislation, and has been 
critical in the banning of the application of chemical weapons, 
the treaty suffered from some drawbacks as it did not touch 
the issues of production, storage or transfer of chemical 
weapon or devices to produce them. Some of the countries 
which have signed the treaty explicitly claimed their right to 
produce and store such weapons as for possible retaliation 
purposes. And furthermore there lacked any political body 
mandated to implement and monitor this legislation. So this 
treaty was far from being an effective instrument of 
international arms control. Later treaties did cover these international arms control. Later treaties did cover these 
aspects, especially the Chemical Weapons Convention 
(CWC) signed in 1993. The CWC was drafted and signed by 
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important piece of international legislation, and has been 
critical in the banning of the application of chemical weapons, 
the treaty suffered from some drawbacks as it did not touch 
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Picture 10: A group of soldiers protecting themselves from
chemical weapons with gas masks during WWI.



what was supposed to be the international community. This 
arms control treaty explicitly prohibits the large-scale use, 
development, production, stockpiling and transfer of 
chemical weapons and their components. The main 
obligation of the member states, regarding to the treaty, is the 
destruction of all current chemical weapons. Nevertheless it 
also failed in most cases regarding condemning the use of 
chemical weapons and the prosecution of the perpetrators.

The OPCW was established as part of the CWC with the aim 
to observe and verify all the activities and violations 
The OPCW was established as part of the CWC with the aim 
to observe and verify all the activities and violations 
regarding the agreements in the CWC. Despite these 
international regulations the use of chemical weapons is far 
from being eliminated. In fact the application of chemical 
arms has been proven quite often in history. After Germany 
opened Pandora’s Box in World War I, the Allies, namely the 
UK and USA, also went over to gas warfare.

After WW I chemical weapons were used by colonial powers, After WW I chemical weapons were used by colonial powers, 
as example by Spanish forces in Morocco (1923–26). Another 
classic example is the usage by Italy, whose air force “Regia 
Aeronautic” dropped bombs containing Mustard gas from 
December 1935 until 1939 in today's region of Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. They targeted not only the resisting forces but also 
the civilian population. Although the incidents are not well 
documented the number of fatalities are estimated to be 
several tens of thousands, both soldiers as well as civilians. 
Despite the obviousness of the violation of international law, 
with regard to the Geneva Gas Protocol, the League of 
Nations did not condem the gas warfare conducted by Italy. 
On the contrary: Sanctions which had been imposed by the 
League of Nations to Italy were lifted already in 1936 and the 
recognition of illegally occupied territory as Italian soil in recognition of illegally occupied territory as Italian soil in 

what was supposed to be the international community. This 
arms control treaty explicitly prohibits the large-scale use, 
development, production, stockpiling and transfer of 
chemical weapons and their components. The main 
obligation of the member states, regarding to the treaty, is the 
destruction of all current chemical weapons. Nevertheless it 
also failed in most cases regarding condemning the use of 
chemical weapons and the prosecution of the perpetrators.
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in terms of international law followed shortly after. This 
incident has to be understood as an example in which 
international law was not enforced, but on the contrary has 
been ignored, even rewarded, due to geopolitical 
considerations regarding the balance of powers in central 
Europe.

During the cold war the U.S. developed and stockpiled nerve During the cold war the U.S. developed and stockpiled nerve 
agents like ricin and used herbicides like Agent Orange, most 
notoriously in the Vietnam War, in defiance of the Geneva 
Protocol. Though it’s still unclear what weapons the Soviet 
Union developed during its secretive, decades-long regime, 
it’s thought that the USSR did the same, and used chemical 
agents against civilians during the Soviet-Afghan War.

One especially cruel incident in history is the Halabja One especially cruel incident in history is the Halabja 
chemical attack.  In March 1988 there was a massacre of 
Kurdish people at the end of the Iraq-Iranian War in Halabja, 
in Southern Kurdistan/Northern Iraq. It took place 48 hours 
after the occupation of the town by the Iranian Army. An 
United Nations investigation concluded that mustard gas was 
used in the attack, along with unidentified nerve agents. The 
incident was a large-scale chemical weapons attack against 
a civilian-populated area killing between 3.200 and 5.000 
people and injuring 7.000 to 10.000 more, most of them 
civilians. As the example of Italian colonial warfare the 
Halabja massacre was not condemned by international 
institutions. Only the Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal and the 
Canadian parliament judged this incident as a “genocidal 
massacre” against the Kurdish people.

The Ghouta chemical attack, was a chemical attack carried The Ghouta chemical attack, was a chemical attack carried 
out by the forces of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in 
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August 2013 during the Syrian civil war. Two 
opposition-controlled areas in the suburbs around Damascus 
were struck by rockets containing Sarin gas. Estimates of the 
death toll range from at least 281 people to 1,729.

An UN inspection team conducting investigations was sent to An UN inspection team conducting investigations was sent to 
Syria in late September 2013. A final report on this and six 
other alleged attacks was released in December 2013 saying 
that they "[...]collected clear and convincing evidence that 
chemical weapons were used against civilians, including 
children, on a relatively large scale[...]". The “international 
community” condemned the attacks. The proposal to strike 
against targets in Syria as a direct consequence was made by 
United States and supported by the French government, but 
opposed by Russia and Iran as well as members of the Arab 
League. 
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Picture 10: A father holding his dead child during 
the Halabja chemical attack.



Also the Turkish state conducted gas attacks continuously, in 
most cases against the Kurds, starting with the Dersim 
massacre in 1938, for which chemical gas (probably mustard 
gas) from Germany was used. This happened only eight years 
after Turkey signed the Geneva Protocol. Despite many 
witness testimonies, and documents found in the archives 
bearing the signature of M. Kemal, no investigations were 
initiated. Besides several smaller reports of attacks with 
chemical weapons by the Turkish state, mayor incidents 
happened in 1994, 1999 and 2009. On May 17th 1994, 28 
people, including 22 elementary school students, were 
murdered with chemical weapons on Adıyaman Bêzar 
Mountain. Although the testimonies of witnesses and 
relatives, and the findings on the bodies proved the use of 
chemical weapons, the relatives’ complaints were not taken 
into account and the files were closed. In 1999, 20 guerrillas into account and the files were closed. In 1999, 20 guerrillas 
were killed by the use of chemical gas near the village of 
Bilika in Şirnex. In 2009, 8 HPG-fighters were murdered in 
Çukurca, Hakkari, as a result of the use of chemical gas. 
Evidence obtained on the incident was examined at the 
University of Hamburg, in Germany, and it was reported that 
chemical weapons were used. To this day, no sanctions have 
been imposed against the Turkish state.been imposed against the Turkish state.
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